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IceBreaker
Question: What would bring you contentment today? 
· A big glass of water

· A new car

· A good book

· I would be content with being content…whatever that means!!

· Other:_____
The End of the Story

For Paul, the end was very near and he knew it. Paul, the old warrior, is laying down his arms so that Timothy can take them up. This passage is where Paul urges Timothy to take up the baton of ministry so that the good news of Christ will continue to spread.

1I can't impress this on you too strongly. God is looking over your shoulder. Christ himself is the Judge, with the final say on everyone, living and dead. He is about to break into the open with his rule, 2so proclaim the Message with intensity; keep on your watch. Challenge, warn, and urge your people. Don't ever quit. Just keep it simple. (2 Timothy 4:1-2)
Paul encourages Timothy to “proclaim the Message with intensity” and to “keep on his watch”.  To Paul, this is good advice especially in light of how he describes Christ as “…the Judge, with the final say on everyone, living and dead. He is about to break into the open with his rule…” We should proclaim the good news of Christ because of who Christ is and because of what he is going to do!!

Question: How does it make you feel when you think about telling your friends about Christ?
· Scared

· Excited

· Compassionate

· Inadequate
· Other:_____
Question: How does it make you feel to know that Christ is “about to break into the open with his rule…”? 

___________________________________________________
 Pure Doctrine
There have always been people who teach things about God that aren’t true. In Timothy’s day, these people were called sophists. These people would travel around and offer to teach anything for pay. Ultimately, they were competing for costumers. So their costumers needed to like what they were teaching. Style was more important than truth.
3You're going to find that there will be times when people will have no stomach for solid teaching, but will fill up on spiritual junk food--catchy opinions that tickle their fancy. 4They'll turn their backs on truth and chase mirages. 5But you--keep your eye on what you're doing; accept the hard times along with the good; keep the Message alive; do a thorough job as God's servant.   (2 Timothy 4:3-5)
Question: How do you guard yourself from false teachers?

__________________________________________________________________

In the book of Acts, we find an interesting group of people that were careful of what they heard. “11Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” (Acts 17:11)
Question: How did the Bereans guard against false teaching?

__________________________________________________________________
Question: How would you describe your own commitment to God’s word?

__________________________________________________________________
Finishing Well

Paul is now coming to the end of his life. Notice how he describes his life. He is able to acknowledge that he has done well?

 6You take over. I'm about to die, my life an offering on God's altar. 7This is the only race worth running. I've run hard right to the finish, believed all the way. 8All that's left now is the shouting--God's applause! Depend on it, he's an honest judge. He'll do right not only by me, but by everyone eager for his coming. (2 Timothy 4:6-8) 

Question: What do you want to be able to say about yourself at the end of your life? What do you want others to say about you? What are you doing to make this happen?

______________________________________________________________________
Fleshing it Out
Question: How can we improve our Small Group in light of what we have talked about today? What is one thing you would like to do this week as a result of our conversation today?
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Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice-breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   


(15-20 min.)





Discussion - Conversation time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)
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Introduction to 2 Timothy 





















































2 Timothy 4:1-8


































































































































































































































































































































































































