Conversations About Jesus
He Was Flesh: John 1:1-18

Icebreaker (10 Minutes):

Tell the group about a nickname you received in the past.  How did you earn this name?

Discussion (30 minutes):


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God – children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.








--John 1:1-18
Why does John’s biography of Jesus’ life begin in a way that sounds so similar to Genesis?

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  –Genesis 1:1
Why does the Bible refer to Jesus as the “Word”?

Leader’s Note:

Jesus is God’s living message to us.  He is the ultimate expression of who God is and what He is like.  The Old Testament connects the Word with the Creator.
And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.  – Genesis 1:3

By the word of the LORD were the heavens made… – Psalm 33:6

When John says that “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us,” what does he mean and why is this important?

Leader’s Note:

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” means that Christ became a man and lived on earth as a man.  This reality is important because our salvation and relationship with God depends on the life, death and resurrection of Christ.  If the Word did not become flesh we would be without hope.
Can you recall a time when you first believed in Jesus Christ (verse 12) or when He seemed especially real to you (verse 18)?
At this time in your life, do you find yourself leaning heavier on God’s truth or on His grace? (verse 17)?

