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Standing Firm…


In the Face of Death





Philippians 1:20-30





Philippians 1:20-30


20I can hardly wait to continue on my course. I don't expect to be embarrassed in the least. On the contrary, everything happening to me in this jail only serves to make Christ more accurately known, regardless of whether I live or die. They didn't shut me up; they gave me a pulpit! 21Alive, I'm Christ's messenger; dead, I'm his bounty. Life versus even more life! I can't lose.�22As long as I'm alive in this body, there is good work for me to do. If I had to choose right now, I hardly know which I'd choose. 23Hard choice! The desire to break camp here and be with Christ is powerful. Some days I can think of nothing better 24. But most days, because of what you are going through, I am sure that it's better for me to stick it out here. 25So I plan to be around awhile, companion to you as your growth and joy in this life of trusting God continues. 26You can start looking forward to a great reunion when I come visit you again. We'll be praising Christ, enjoying each other.�27Meanwhile, live in such a way that you are a credit to the Message of Christ. Let nothing in your conduct hang on whether I come or not. Your conduct must be the same whether I show up to see things for myself or hear of it from a distance. Stand united, singular in vision, contending for people's trust in the Message, the good news, 28not flinching or dodging in the slightest before the opposition. Your courage and unity will show them what they're up against: defeat for them, victory for you--and both because of God. 29There's far more to this life than trusting in Christ. There's also suffering for him. And the suffering is as much a gift as the trusting. 30You're involved in the same kind of struggle you saw me go through, on which you are now getting an updated report in this letter.





Ice Breaker:


If you could take a pill that would enable you to live for 1000 years, would you take it? Why or why not?�


Read Philippians 1:20-30





Conversation:


Look at verses 20-26.  Paul is in a win-win situation.  What two options is Paul torn between?  What are the benefits of each option?





What convinces Paul that he is going to live (verses 24-26)?  Why do you think Paul’s ministry was so important to him? How does your view of ministry compare with Paul?





In verse 26, Paul describes his community life with the Philippians as, “…praising Christ, enjoying each other”.  How is this similar to our Small Group?  Do we need to get better at praising Christ or enjoying other? 





What kind of fruit should our lives produce (verses 27-30)?  Do you think we should be doing these things on our own or with other people?





How does verse 29 make you feel about your walk with Christ?  What do you think this means for us today?





Application:


How will this conversation make you different this week?  What is one thing you would like to work on?














