Conversations About Jesus
Who’s the Greatest: Luke 9:46-48

Icebreaker (10 Minutes):
What was your greatest accomplishment as a High School student?  What made it such a great feat?
Discussion (30 Minutes):

Being a person of great influence or stature is something that most people dream about.  Everybody wants to be regarded as someone special… or great.  Some have spent their entire lives attempting to make a name for themselves. It’s something that is just true to life.  But what makes a man great?  In this short story, Jesus teaches his followers how to become great in His kingdom and in the eyes of God

An argument broke out among the disciples as to which one of them would be the greatest. Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand beside him.  Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For whoever is least among you all—he is the greatest.”        --Luke 9:46-48
If we were to walk up to people on the street and ask them the question, “What makes a person great?”, what would be some of the responses?
What does Christ say about greatness?  How does this compare with society’s definition of greatness?

Leader’s Note:
Christ begins His teaching with an object lesson: a child. Children were very insignificant in ancient culture, so this child would be the perfect object lesson to counter the disciples’ selfish ambitions of greatness.  Christ is showing that humility is the mark of greatness in the kingdom of God. 

Humility is the opposite of pride. What are some things that you can do to keep yourself from becoming proud?

How can we practice humility as a small group?  What are some “humble” things we can do together?
