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Live to Give

Chad Lengyel
September 6, 2009

Break the Ice!

If you could spend a week doing anything you wanted, what would you do?

Question: One of my worst financial investments or decisions:

· Liposuction @ $110 per pound

· My HD DVD

· Telling everyone that these “computer things” were a “fad”! 

· My slice ‘em, dice ‘em, anyway you like ‘em machine

· My pet rock vet hospital franchise

· Other: ___________

Talk it over!
Our God is a Giving God
1. God has been giving since the beginning

And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so.


–Genesis 1:14-15 

Also see Genesis 1:27-31
So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man..


–Genesis 2:21-22
If everything I have belongs to God,

· Why do I maintain such a strangle hold on my stuff?

· God needs to be calling the shots, not me.

· I can relax and let Him worry!

· I have both freedom and responsibility.

· I’m the manager, but He’s the CEO!
· Other: __________

Question: Do you see all that you possess as a gift from God? How would your life be different if you actually lived as though all were a gift from God?

2. God willingly and generously 

Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way."
–Matthew 15:32
Question: What lie have you been told about God’s giving nature? 

We Are to Become a Giving People
1. Find our Security in God 

a. God is our source of food

b. God is our source of clothing

–See Luke 12:22-30
Question: What does does the above passage teach us about worry? 

Question: On a scale of 1-10 (1=no sweat; 10= “panic”), what is the worry quotient in your life right now? 

2. Downgrade in order to give

Question: What is one way you can downgrade in order to give?

· I don’t need to go to Starbucks everyday 

· Well… I guess I don’t really “need” 5,000 channels on my TV 

· We eat out too much  

· I like to pour 3 gallons of gasoline on the ground every time I get gas because I just like the smell

· Other: ________

We need to believe the generosity of the Gospel
Gospel says:

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

–2 Corinthians 8:9
We believe that Jesus generously shared the wealth of heaven with us. 

For Discussion: Have a few people share of how they came to know Jesus.  Have each person share what God has given them through the gospel. 

How does the gospel motivate us to give to others? 


Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














