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God’s Promise to His Children















































People constantly need assurance.  Perhaps that’s because we don’t like the uncertainty that comes with any new enterprise or relationship.  That’s why banks require collateral for loans, employees check references before hiring, and most car owners pay large sums of money for insurance.  We find ourselves constantly longing for certainty and security with respect to so many areas of life.  For the new Christian, who is taking those first steps of faith towards a God he/she doesn’t know very well, it is a necessity.  Many Christians have doubts about their relationship with Christ.  The gospel seems too good to be true.  On top of that, we grow up in a culture in which so many promises and predictions result in failure and disappointment.  Take a look at a few:





“I think there’s a world market for about 5 computers.”  Thomas J. Watson, chairman of the board of IBM, 1943





“Gone with the Wind” is going to be the biggest flop in Hollywood history.  I’m just glad it’ll be Clark Gable who’s falling flat on his face and not Gary Cooper.”  Gary Cooper, 1938





“The deliverance of the Saints must take place some time before 1914.”  Charles Taze Russell, founder of Jehova’s Witnesses, Studies in Scripture, Vol. 3, 1910 edition





“The deliverance of the Saints must take place some time after 1914.”  Charles Taze Russell, Studies in Scripture, Vol. 3, 1923 edition








QUESTION – What’s the difference between a promise and a prediction?











ABC’s of the Faith:


The Assurance of Salvation





Leader’s note:  God has given those who are His children a tremendous promise.  A promise is only as good as the character of the one giving it.  In God’s case, it’s the best.  God is totally trustworthy and faithful by virtue of His nature.  His promise can be counted on.


Read 1 John 5:9-13


What promise has God given us?


He has assured us of our salvation in Christ


Whose testimony is it?


Who gives eternal life?


Where is eternal life found?


Who has eternal life?











God has made payment for our sin and given us eternal life.  





“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.”  Isaiah 59:2


In your opinion, why doesn’t God overlook sin in our lives?





“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”


Romans 5:8


Can you think of a time when a friend or loved one responded to you in love after you had done something that hurt them?  What happened?





“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8, 9


Why do human efforts always fail to reach God?





“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”  John 5:24


According to this verse, what three things are the result of hearing and believing in the message of Christ?


PRESENT _____________________________________________


FUTURE ______________________________________________


PAST _________________________________________________





He has secured our salvation through the Holy Spirit.  Ephesians 1:13-14





He has adopted us as His sons.  Ephesians 1:5


Even though I’m saved, what happens to me when I sin in the future?





Leader’s note:  God promises to be your Father forever, and you His child.  Even though you will struggle and fall and fail, sin never changes your relationship with God.  It does affect your fellowship with Him, but He remains your Father and you remain His child.  He will gently nudge you on to leave your sin and turn to Him for healing and victory.  Don’t let your struggles trick you into thinking that God has left you – He has promised that you will always remain in His strong grip (See below).











Fleshing It Out





Take some time this week to read Titus 3:3-8 and work through the following questions…


What does it mean to be saved?  (v. 5)


Why did He save us?  (v. 3, 5)


How did He save us?  (vv. 5-6)


What is the result of this salvation?  (v. 7)


What was our part in gaining this salvation?  (v. 8)





Take a few moments to thank God for all He has given you in Jesus Christ.





















































Eternal Life – God’s Work On Our Behalf








THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION
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The Shepherd’s Promise to the Sheep…





“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  I and the Father are one.”


								John 10:27-29





THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION
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Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice-breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   


(15-20 min.)





Discussion - Conversation time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)


































































































