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Debt Can Be a Killer

Live to Give  

Phillip Wright 
September 27, 2009

Break the Ice!

What’s the best investment you’ve ever made?

My big ideas on dollars and debt:

· If you think nobody cares, just miss a couple of payments.

· When bill collectors come to my house, they carpool. 

· I borrow from pessimists. They don’t expect it back.

· I don’t really like money, but it quiets my nerves.

· I’m not in debt; I’m just fiscally challenged.

· I give God the credit, but I keep the cash.

· Bills travel at twice the speed of checks.

· The best way to teach my kids the value of money is to not leave them any.

· Other: ____________

Talk it over!
Which is it? Live to Give or Give to Live? It’s Both
If we’re not giving, we’re not living. 

For Discussion: Read each passage, and identify who is giving and what they are giving. 

· 2 Corinthians 9:15

· Malachi 3:10 

· 1 Timothy 2:5-6 

· Job 33:4 

How do these verses motivate you to become generous?

Debt can lead to death 

"Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule and scorn, saying, 
       " 'Woe to him who piles up stolen goods 
       and makes himself wealthy by extortion! 
       How long must this go on?' 

 7 Will not your debtors suddenly arise? 
       Will they not wake up and make you tremble? 
       Then you will become their victim.



–Habakkuk 2:6-7
1. Debt catches up with us. The bill comes due. “How long can it last?” 

For Discussion: Good reasons to get out of debt:

· I want to build enough retirement income to travel around and harass my kids!

· It’s the right thing to do.

· I have enough stress in my life without adding debt.

· The borrower really is a slave to the lender!

· I’d like to leave something for my kids.

· Other: __________

2. Debt becomes an emotional weight. “He loads himself down with debt.” 

Some truths about debt that I have experienced:

· Debt bites 

· Debt keeps us awake at night 

· Debt is scary  

· Debt 

· Other: ________

3. Debt is a trap; When we are in debt we lose our freedom.  

The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.
–Proverbs 22:7
Question: What freedoms have you lost to debt?

For Discussion: Good reasons to get out of debt:

· I want to build enough retirement income to travel around and harass my kids!

· It’s the right thing to do.

· I have enough stress in my life without adding debt.

· The borrower really is a slave to the lender!

· I’d like to leave something for my kids.

· Other: __________

Get Free!! 
1. Know the difference between wants and needs

But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.

–1 Timothy 6:8
Question: One thing I’ve wanted, but am willing to put off:




2. Learn contentment 

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 
   "Never will I leave you; 
      never will I forsake you."

–Hebrews 13:5
Some ways to generate extra income or save money:

· Sell the bass boat silver and china.

· Brown bag my lunch.

· Have a garage sale.

· Get a car I can afford.

· Clip coupons.

· Get a part time job.

· Others: _________

3. Wait for God

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.

–1 Timothy 6:17
Question: What keeps you from waiting on God? 

4. “Thou shalt not keep up with the Jones” 

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself."

–Romans 13:8-9
Some things that could help me stick with dumping my debt:

· Partner with my spouse.

· Sign up for a class where I can get more help.

· Get some people praying for me.

· Read a good book on the subject.

· Cut up my credit cards.

· Ask a friend who’s good at this to help me.

· Only spend on the essentials.

· Ask God to help me with this every day.

· Other: __________

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














