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Getting the Right Supplies 

Back to School Specials

Phillip Wright 
August 16, 2009

Break the Ice!

Question: If you were to write an autobiography, what would be the title of your book?

· “I Did it My Way” 

· “Faith, Hope and Love” 

· “Napoleon Dynamite” 

· “Dumb and Dumber”

· Other: ________

Question: Who do you know that is good at making friends? Why do you think they are good at relating to others?

Talk it over!
Receive the Supplies from God 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.

–Ephesians 6:10-11

This is a Spiritual Battle:
1. Establish Our Position

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,


–Ephesians 2:6
Also see Ephesians 1:18-22 

Question: What does the above verse have to say about our position? How should this affect the way we see ourselves? How should it affect the way we live?

2. Exercise Christ’s Victory

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.



–Ephesians 3:20-21
Also see Colossians 2:13-14 and Hebrews 2:14-15

Question: What has Christ already done for us? 

· He made us alive 

· He sat us next to God 

· He conquered death 

· He does more than we think he can do

· He has won the battle 

· All of the above and more! 

· Other: ________

3. Know the Enemy. People are Not the Enemy

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

–Ephesians 6:12
Question: Why do we always try to pretend that people are the enemy?

· People are always right in front of me 

· We have conflict with them  

· We forget that they are not the enemy  

· I blame society… oh wait, society is made up of people! 

· Other: ________

Share a time in your life when you forgot that people are not the enemy.

Get the Supplies Out of the Locker and Use Them:

Read Ephesians 6:12-18

Question: What piece of armor do you need most in your life right now? Why?

1. Put on Truth Because Satan is a Big Fat Liar

2. Put on the Righteousness Because Satan attacks our identity 

3. Put on the shoes of Peace because Satan creates anxiety and division.  

4. Pick up faith because Satan doesn’t want us to act on what we know
5. Wear salvation because Satan attacks our thoughts

6. Use the only offensive weapon God provides: the sword of the Spirit 

7. Communicate with headquarters 

Question: What is at stake in our lives if we do not prepare for battle? How can our Small Group prepare for battle together? 

Question: What evidence can you point to in your life that shows there is a spiritual battle going on around us? Where is the battle raging in our community? 

What would it mean for you to stand in the battle in our community? In our church? 

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














