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Ice Breaker

What is your full name? How did your parents come up with your name?

Discussion
The Bible is the record of God’s mission to establish His kingdom in our lives and the world. 

My knowledge of the Bible:

· I plead the Fifth 

· My favorite book is 1st Hesitations  

· I read part of it once  

· I like the Cliff notes version

· Other: ________

In your opinion, why do you think many people don’t know very much about the Bible?

Read Genesis 1 

Meet our Designer
1. God relates

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.




–Genesis 1:1
Tell the group about one or two of your friendships. What do you like about these people? 

How does our desire for friendship related to who God’s nature?

2. God acts in little things and big things

For Discussion: Look at Genesis 1, list the “big things” and “little things” that you see God creating. 

Have you experienced God acting in the big and little things in your life?

We wear the designer’s label
1. We are special 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

 27So God created man in his own image,

   in the image of God he created him;

    male and female he created them.
–Genesis 1:26-27
then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.


–Genesis 2:7
For Discussion: Read the above verses and list all the ways that humanity is special.

Question: If we are so special, why do you think so many people struggle with self-esteem? Have you ever struggled with self-esteem?

2. We are royalty

And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth."
–Genesis 1:28
Question: Why do you think God decided to make us “royalty” or give us dominion over the earth? 

Life as it was meant to be!
1. Life of blessing

And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."




–Genesis 1:22

And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth."
–Genesis 1:28 
So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.




–Genesis 2:3 
Question: If we were meant to live a life of blessing, why do you think there is so much pain on earth?

Question: What can you do to experience more of God’s blessing? How can you help others experience blessing? How can our Small Group help others experience blessing?

2. Life of Boundaries 

And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.



–Genesis 2:9
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

–Genesis 2:16-17
Question: What is your attitude towards God’s boundaries?

· I try to go right to the edge 

· I think the boundaries are holding me back 

· The boundaries are there for my protection 

· Boundaries keep us from having fun 

· Other: ________

3. Life of relationships…

…With God (Genesis 2:4)

…With a partner (Genesis 2:20-23)

…With the earth (Genesis 1:28; 2:15)

For Discussion: Do you think it is possible to be a healthy human being and not live have a relationship with God? With others? With the earth? 

Why are relationships so important to God?

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________







Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211











