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God’s House is Not a Hotel
Phillip Wright 
March 1, 2009

Ice Breaker

What’s one of the best gifts you’ve ever received?

Things I’ve received for “free”:

· Help from the government

· A puppy

· Double pneumonia

· In-laws

· Gum on my shoe

· Other: __________

Discussion
Eternal Security—“Once saved always saved”—the Perseverance of the Saints
What is the Big deal about eternal security? 

1. Without it, we’d be emotional and spiritual wrecks.

2. With it we are more productive

The next step in my relationship with Christ:

· Invite Jesus Christ to come into my life.

· Connect with others who are growing.

· Find a place to volunteer my strengths.

· Share what God is doing in my life.

· Make the Bible a part of my daily life.

· Other: _________

Read John 10:27-29 together 

Am I a Saved Sheep? 
Security is not a place or a plan, it is in a person

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.


–John 10:27
The cool thing about faith in Christ:

· God may be unseen, but he’s provided plenty of evidence!

· A relationship with God isn’t about performance.

· I still have a choice to make.

· I can stop living under the circumstances.

· Other: __________

Am I a Safe Sheep? 

I am safe because of:
1. My position in Christ

I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.

–John 10:28
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.



–2 Corinthians 5:17
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.


–Colossians 3:3-4
Question: According to the above verses, what is your position in Christ? What does your position have to do with your current behavior? Do you think your position changes if you sin?

2. God’s promise

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.





–Philippians 1:6
Question: What is your earliest memory of God’s work in your life?

3. God’s purpose

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.





–Romans 8:28-30

For Discussion: Share a time in your life when God turned a bad circumstance into something good.

4. God’s provision—Eternal life begins now! 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.



–John 3:16
The idea that God would give me an eternal relationship with him:

· Makes trusting God a no-brainer!

· Gives me hope.

· Sounds too good to be true.

· Is something I’m beginning to believe.

· Motivates me to follow him.

· Other: __________

5. God’s power—Salvation is not me hanging on to God, but God hanging on to me

I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.

–John 10:28
Question: How does eternal security motivate you to live? Do you think God is taking any kind of risk?

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________







Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211











