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Ice Breaker

What is one thing you can really count on right now?

Some foundations I’ve tried:

· Avon, Mary Kay & L’Oreal

· Robert’s Rules of Order

· Wall Street Journal

· Miss Manners

· Brains and pains

· Other: __________

Discussion
The Broken Pattern
1. We choose to buy into Satan’s M.O. 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"

 2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' "

 4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman.


–Genesis 3:1-4
For Discussion: Share a time in your life when you believed a lie.

2. We choose to doubt God’s goodness. 

"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."



–Genesis 3:5
About believing that the Bible is true:

· I knew is was true, but never had evidence.

· The Bible is just beginning to make sense to me.

· I believe it’s true—and it’s made a difference!

· Satisfying my intellect helps my heart.

· Honestly, I’m not there yet.

· Other: __________
For Discussion: Have everyone share one good thing God has done for them in the last year.

Question: If there is evidence of God’s goodness all around us, why do we tend to doubt that He is good?

3. We choose to live independently of God. 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

–Genesis 3:6
Question: Why does independence from God seem like such a promising thing to the woman in the above passage? How can you relate to her?

4. Choices have consequences 

Scripture…

–Reference
Some consequences of sin:

· Psychological separation (Genesis 3:7) 

· Spiritual separation (Genesis 3:8-10) 

· Social separation (Genesis 3:12, 16) 

· Environmental separation (Genesis 3:17-18)

· Physical separation (Genesis 3:19)

· Other: ________

Of the above consequences, which have you experienced most? 

If sin has so many consequences, then why is sin so difficult to stop sinning?

5. 
Sin is sticky. It gets on everything. 

–Genesis 4-11

· Genesis 4—sticky with resentment

· Genesis 6-9—the stickiness is washed away 

· Genesis 11—the stickiness spreads around the world 

Question: How do you respond when someone tells you something about yourself that you don’t like?

· I tell them something about them that they don’t like 

· I try to change 

· I get defensive 

· I cry…and then I get mean!! 

· Chocolate helps

· I listen to what they have to say

· Other: ________

Question: Do you have anyone in your life that you can share your sin with? Does your sin stay in the dark?

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________







Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211











