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I Need an Umpire

Job 

Phillip Wright 
June  21, 2009

Break the Ice!

Question: In order to go to sleep, I like to do the following:
· Read 

· Count sheep 

· Watch TV 

· Stare at the ceiling

· Talk to my spouse

· Other: ________
Talk it over!
Jesus is the Supply for Job’s needs and ours. 

Question: What is your level of trust in Jesus for your needs right now in life?

· I am trusting myself 

· I trust him with some stuff  

· I am learning to trust Him with my needs

· I have learned that I can trust Him 

· I am actively trusting Him for my needs 

· Other: ________

Question: How does faith in Jesus grow? Share a time in your life when your faith grew.

Question: What can you trust God for?

· My future 

· My hope 

· My future 

· I need to trust that he doesn’t want to harm me.

· Other: ________
Read Job 9-10 out loud as a group

Have you ever laid out your requests to God like Job does in these two chapters? What happened?

1. I need to be right with God

[Then Job replied: "Indeed, I know that this is true.

       But how can a mortal be righteous before God?


–Job 9:1-2
Question: How would you answer the question that Job asks in the above verse?

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

–Romans 3:23-24
It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.

–1 Corinthians 1:30

Question: How does Paul answer Job’s question in the above verses?

How do people try to make themselves right with God apart from Christ?

· Tithing  

· Doing more good deeds than sinning 

· Confessing to a priest  

· Stop watching Desperate Housewives 

· Getting to know the pastor 

· Other: ________
2. I need a God who Understands 

When he passes me, I cannot see him;

       when he goes by, I cannot perceive him.
–Job 9:11

Do you ever feel that God does not understand you?

Read each passage below and identify how Jesus understands us or how Jesus helps us understand God. 

Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." 9Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?



–John 14:8-9
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
–John 1:14
5For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin…. He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness.


–Hebrews 4:14-5:2
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

–Hebrews 10:19-22
Question: How does it make you feel to know that we can understand God and God understands us?

3. I need an umpire

If only there were someone to arbitrate between us,

       to lay his hand upon us both,
–Job 9:33
I need an attorney for the defense

Read the verses below and identify how Jesus is your “attorney for the defense”. 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.



–1 John 2:1
For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time.



–1 Timothy 2:5-6
Question: Have you trusted Christ to be your “attorney”? How confident are you that you have been made right with God? What might be keeping you from trusting Christ to make you right with God?

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














