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Jesus Continues the Project Through the Church

Project Humanity
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April 26, 2009

Break the Ice!

Ways I’ve demonstrated courage:

· Weighed myself in public.

· Gave my car keys to a teenager.

· Showered with spiders at a state park.

· Just said “no” to a vinyl siding salesman.

· Other: __________

What’s something challenging you’ve accomplished and were happy with the results?

Talk it over!
The Holy Spirit is Acting through the church: Acts
1. The Mission: Jesus wants to change the world through us. 

But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials, shouting: "These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here,


–Acts 17:6
Question: Have you done anything in the last month that would make someone say that you “caused trouble all over the world”?

2. We can’t turn the world upside down on our own power. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

–Acts 1:8
Question: What is your “Jerusalem” that you have been called to be a witness?  In what ways do you need God’s Spirit to help to accomplish this mission?

With the Holy Spirit living in us, we will:


*live an irresistible life.  (Acts 2:42-47)


*give an effective presentation. (Acts 17:2-3)

Question: Are you more comfortable living an irresistible life or giving an effective message? Do you think these two things are related? 

3. The Message: It’s straight from Jesus! 

to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.'



–Acts 26:18
Sincerely yours… The Letters 
1. You are a new person

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

–2 Corinthians 5:17
Question: What is one area that you have recently struggled with in terms of living for yourself rather than Christ? How does your understanding of being a “new creation” help you with this struggle?

2. You are in Christ.

Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?

–Romans 6:3
Question: How have you experienced Christ’s death and resurrection in your life? What do you do when you hear voices from your former life? 

3. Christ is in you. 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.



–Galatians 2:20
Question: If you had to argue for the reality of the gospel by giving one example of how you have changed as a result of Christ being in you, what would you share?






4. 
It’s all about grace.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…

–Ephesians 2:8
–Also see Galatians 3:26; 5:1
The awesome thing about God giving me grace through Jesus Christ:

· It’s life’s “Get Out of Jail Free” card!

· It’s a done deal. I just have to accept God’s gift!

· It’s a good thing, ‘cause I could never be perfect enough for heaven.

· God doesn’t grade on the curve!

· I’m loved!

· Other: _________

5. Relationship remedies. 

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

–Ephesians 4:31-32
–Also see Ephesians 5:21; 5:33; 6:4; Colossians 3:13
My thinking about relationships:

· Can’t live with ‘em; can’t live without ‘em.

· I’m always the first one voted off the island.

· I’d really like to have closer relationships.

· If everyone would see things my way, it would be a better world.

· It’s easier to love God than to love people.

· Other: _________

Of the above things that we are told to get rid of, which is still clinging to your life?

6. Being a Christian may not be popular.

–Hebrews, James, Peter, John, Jude. 
For Discussion: Share a time in your life when your faith in Christ led to conflict with others.

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














