
[image: image1.jpg]fellowshipzs.




Jesus: The Giver

Live to Give

Phillip Wright 
September 13, 2009

Break the Ice!

Things I’ve received for “free”:

· Help from the government

· A puppy

· Double pneumonia

· In-laws

· Gum on my shoe

· Other: __________

What would you tell a friend who asked you how to become a Christian? 

Talk it over!
We have racked up a huge, serious, spiritual debt. 
Forgive us our debts,  as we also have forgiven our debtors.


–Matthew 6:12
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
–Romans 6:23
Question: When did you become aware of the spiritual debt that you owe to God?

We can never pay it off.  
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.… 28For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.


–Romans 3:20; 28

 1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 3What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 

 4Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation.



–Romans 4:1-4
What do the above verses tell us about faith and righteousness? 

Question: What does it matter to you—practically or emotionally—whether a right relationship with God is a gift to be received or a prize to be earned?

1. I don’t know the cost of sin

Question:  In your opinion, why do we not take our own sin very serious?

· We are self righteous 

· We like to explain away our sin 

· We like to compare our sin to others… and other people are always worse than I am!  

· We tend to think that we are pretty good people. 

· Other: ________

2. I don’t always know when I sin. 

Do you agree with the above statement? Why or why not?

Jesus, our of love, paid off the debt. 
1. Have you been “Plutofied”? Jesus’ love is for you?

For Discussion: Share about the time when Jesus took your sin away. If you have not trusted Christ, what is keeping you from making that decision? 

2. Jesus’ love and generosity is in the Christ-follower because Jesus Himself is in the Christ-follower. Let Him show Himself through you. 

Question: What does it look like in our lives to let Jesus live His life in us? How would this life change your relationships? Your work? Your play? 




3. Batteries are included. 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

 8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

 9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 11In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ,


–Colossians 2:6-11
Question: What does the phrase “rooted and built up” imply to you? 

Question: When have you felt as if the “roots” of your faith in Christ barely below the surface?  What helps you to sink those roots deeper?

How can our group let Christ empower us more? How would our Small Group look if Christ were the power source?

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














