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Everything in the Bible is true and everything in the Bible will always be true.  It remains true despite the opinions of people.


The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.  Psalm 19:7


All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal.  Psalm 119:160


The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.   Isaiah 40:8


The Bible claims that its words are truthful. Only the Bible can make these claims because its author is perfect, true and eternal.


Question: According to these verses, how relevant is the Bible for us today?  What would motivate you to get to know more of the Bible?  











Some Facts about the Bible:




















“…the Bible is not simply an anthology; there is a unity which binds the whole together.”   F.F. Bruce (Theologian)


						


						


























Religious books, like any other history or wisdom literature, should be examined and tested. What evidence is there to believe the Bible is trustworthy, more than any other sacred writings? Does the Bible have any credentials that compel us to take it seriously? Are we to suppose that the Bible should be taken literally? These questions must be answered if we are going to use the Bible as our standard for living.








The Bible is Eternal Truth











ABC’s of the Faith:


Reliability of the Bible





Written over a 1,600 year span.


Written over 60 generations by more than 40 authors from every walk of life: kings, peasants, philosophers, fishermen, poets, etc.


Written on 3 different continents (Asia, Africa, and Europe).


Written from the heights of joy and from the depths of sorrow.


Subjects include hundreds of controversial subjects but the authors spoke with harmony and continuity from beginning to end.


Question:  When considered together, what do these facts show about the uniqueness of the Bible?














The picture according to these verses is God breathing His life into the writings of the authors. As the wind fills the sails of a sailboat and propels it, so the Spirit of God filled and moved the authors to write what they did. The words reflect their temperament, training, and background but the result was exactly the words that God intended. The human authors received these revelations and composed the writing in their own personal style under the direct supervision of the Holy Spirit. No other writings are like this. Jesus and the authors of the Bible clearly claim that the Bible is the unique Word of God. 


The Old Testament authors claim their writings are the Word of God. More than 3,800 times the writers of the Old Testament use the phrase, "Thus says the Lord…"


In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years.   Daniel 9:2	


"The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me; His word was on my tongue.  2 Samuel 23:2	


Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.  Deuteronomy 4:2							


Question: Why do you think these sorts of claims that are important?  











Fleshing It Out


So what should be our response to the perfect Word of God? We should use it to be our standard for living. The Bible should set direction for the things that we do, say and think. In other words, we should not just hear what the Bible has to say, we should do what it says regardless.


How much do you trust the Bible?  Do you believe it is the Word of God?


Does the Bible set the direction for your life?  


What are some things you can do to let the Bible play a more active role in your life?



























































The Bible is the Word of God:








Reliability of the Bible





Page 3 of 3





The Bible shows us how we can be saved.


Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.  Romans 10:17


The Bible shows us who Christ is.


You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me.  John 5:39


The Bible builds up the people of God. 


All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 3:16-17


The Bible keeps us from harmful choices and actions. 


“I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” 			Psalm 119:11


"For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  Hebrews 4:12





For discussion: Share a time in your life when you saw the Word of God doing one of these things.





Question:  How does the Bible benefit our Small Group?





Reliability of the Bible
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Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice-breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   


(15-20 min.)





Discussion - Conversation time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





































































































































































































































































































All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 3:16-17		


Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  2 Peter 1:20-21						


Question:  According to these verses, what does the Bible say about itself?


Question: Would you describe yourself as “thoroughly equipped”?  How does a person grow to be “thoroughly equipped”?  
















































































The Purposes of the Bible:

















