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How Do You Feel When It Is Offering Time? 

Live to Give 

Phillip Wright 
September 20, 2009

Break the Ice!

What was your first moneymaking job?

My clearest thinking on money and finances:

· My dog worries that Alpo is 99¢ a can. That’s nearly $7 in dog money.

· 90 days is not the same as cash.

· I have enough money for the rest of my life—unless I buy something.

· The best way for my kids to learn about money is for me not to give them any.

· All I want is a chance to prove that money can’t buy happiness.

· Other: __________

Talk it over!
5So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given

 6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.



–2 Corinthians 9:5-7
Question: What attitudes do you see about giving in the above verses? 

When I hear preachers talk about money, I:

· Instinctively put my hand on my billfold. 

· Tune out until it’s over. 

· Recognize I need to know more about what the Bible has to say about the subject.

· Give thanks for God’s help in a tough area of life.
· Other: _______________
Giving to the church feels like…

· Like you’ re paying your bills or taxes

· Stingy, with closed hands  

· Ticked off  and ripped off! 

· In agony…

Or… Giving to the church makes me feel…

· Grateful

· Generous, with open hands   

· Hilariously happy 

Which of these two groups do you think you fit in?

Share a time in your life when you were generous. What did you ”reap” from your generosity? 

I Want to Feel the Stuff in the Second Group, 

So I Will 
1. Get Grace. “A special manifestation of divine presence, activity and power.” “To deal with” 

–2 Corinthians 8:1,4,6,7,9,16,19; 2 Cor. 9:8,14
Question: Why is grace so difficult for people to understand and accept? 

· We would rather feel like we are earning something 

· Grace is rare 

· Pride gets in the way

· People don’t understand it

· Other: ________
2. Give myself to God

And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.



–2 Corinthians 8:5
Question: If you were to evaluate your zeal for God from your checkbook, what grade would you give yourself? 

3. Give in response to Christ’s giving 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

–2 Corinthians 8:9
Question: According to the above passage, what has Christ done for you? Does this motivate you to become a generous person? 




4. Get the right view of God 

And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.



–2 Corinthians 8:1
Question: Where do you go to learn about God?

· The Bible 

· The church 

· Small Group 

· MTV

· Other: ________
5. Be driven by grace and love 

I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others.

–2 Corinthians 8:8
A big motivation I have for giving:

· It’s an eternal investment.

· Everything I have really belongs to God.

· It’s a way to express my gratefulness.

· It brings God into my financial decisions.

· Actually, I prefer to receive.

· Other: _________

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














