Small Group Covenant

A covenant is an agreement among group members, concerning the group's purpose, its methods for achieving that purpose, and the length of commitment.

A free-flowing group can be undisciplined and ineffective; a covenant clarifies the purpose of the group.  Attendance at each meeting is of utmost importance in building godly relationships. The importance of attendance should be clearly stated in the covenant.

A covenant can be orally stated, however, it is best to have a written covenant that each member of the group signs.
A covenant should answer these questions:


1.
How often and long will the group meet? We recommend planning for three months at a time, or one series of studies/discussions. The group could meet weekly or at least once every two weeks.


2.
How long will the group meetings last? Flexible, but needs to be agreed upon. (see group agenda) 


3.
What is the purpose of the group? Bringing people to maturity in Christ.


4.
What will the meeting time consist of? Sharing? Caring? Fellowship? Bible study or discussion? Prayer? Task? 


5.
What day of the week and at what time of day will the group meet?

6. 
What will group members expect of one another? Group participation, Attendance, Confidentiality, etc.

Hope Small Group Covenant

1.
The Purpose of our group is:

2.
The material we intend to study is:

3. 
In addition to the study, we would like to:

4. 
Our Leader(s) will be:

5.       We will meet together for __________sessions until _________(date), after which time we will review and evaluate our group.

We will meet as follows:

· Day of the week:

· Beginning and Closing time:

· Location:

· Typical format/agenda:

6. Our outreach project will be:

Other Ground Rules we have agreed to follow:

· Attendance: to give priority to the group meetings

· Confidentiality: to keep anything that is said strictly confidential

· Accountability: to give permission to this group to hold you accountable for goals you set for yourself

· Accessibility: to give one another the right to call upon you for help 'in time of need even in the middle of the night

· Food Plans:

· Children:

· Empty Chair Policy: visitors are always welcome

Group Members Sign Below:

Hope Small Group Covenant

1.
The Purpose of our group is:  To help stay connected with Christ and one another, grow in our faith, and reach out to others.
2.
The material we intend to study is:  Philippians (Serendipity 201 series)
3. 
In addition to the study, we would like to:  Do one social event together and one outreach event together sometime during the series. Dates to be determined.

4. 
Our Leader(s) will be:  Susan, Jim and Denise with share the facilitator role. Bonnie will be our organizer/administrator. Jenny will be our caller/emailer. Jim will record prayer requests and answers.

5.       We will meet together for eight sessions until October 15, after which time we will review and evaluate our group.


We will meet as follows:

· Day of the week: 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month
· Beginning and Closing time: 7:00-8:45 p.m.
· Location: John & Jody’s house
· Typical format/agenda: 

· 7:00-7:30  Arrive, socialize, nametags, snacks, etc.

· 7:30-8:10
  Icebreaker & discussion

· 8:10-8:45  Share prayer requests and pray for each other
7. Our outreach project will be:  Joint garage sale to raise money for Read to Succeed

Other Ground Rules we have agreed to follow:

· Attendance: to give priority to the group meetings

· Confidentiality: to keep anything that is said strictly confidential

· Accountability: to give permission to this group to hold you accountable for goals you set for yourself

· Accessibility: to give one another the right to call upon you for help 'in time of need even in the middle of the night

· Food Plans: Karen will coordinate snacks 

· Children:  Everyone will take care of their own child care; those without children will be able to make a voluntary, anonymous contribution to our baby-sitter fund.
· Empty Chair Policy:  Visitors are welcome unless we get into areas that require privacy  

· Other:  We will end on time, but members are free to stay and fellowship afterward; everyone will help with clean-up.

Group Members Sign Below:

