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Back to School Specials

Shopping for the Right Clothes

Phillip Wright 
August 9, 2009

Break the Ice!

Question: What clothes do you wear when you want to look your best? What about when you  don’t care what you look like?  

Talk it over!
Read Colossians 3:1-14
Clothes Count

Clothes Can Be a Problem

1. Let God pick our clothes

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.


–Colossians 3:12
Question: Who do you know who has clothed themselves with these qualities? How does this person inspire you?

2. Wear clothes that fit our identity 

Conversion means death

If we haven’t died, we aren’t Christians

Conversion means a new self 

For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

–Colossians 3:3-4
and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.
–Colossians 3:10

Question: What do the above verses say about our identity? Do you live in light of who God has already said you are?

Question: How would you characterize your last week? 

· I was too heavenly minded to be any earthly good 

· I was wearing my old clothes too much 

· I was too earthly to be any heavenly good 

· I have been trying to put on my new clothes 

· Other: ________

3. Take off the old clothes. “Since you are a new person, act like it

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices



–Colossians 3:5-9
Clothes we need to take off:

· The clothes of immoral sex (v 5)

· The clothes of greed (v 5)

· The clothes of temper (v 8a)

· The clothes of the tongue (3:8b-9)

Question: Why do our “old clothes” sometimes look appealing? What “old clothes” do you need to get rid of? What “clothes” do you think are more popular in our society? 
4. Put on new clothes

Put on Christ’s Uniform 

Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

–Colossians 3:11

What does this verse have to say about prejudice? Do you think there is a lot of prejudice today or has society moved passed it? Why or why not?

Put on Christ’s Character

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

–Colossians 3:12-14

· 
Compassion – feel it in your gut

· Kindness – “…to describe wine which has grown mellow with age and has lost its harshness.”

· Humility – an attitude that views our accomplishments and failures from God’s perspective.  Romans 12:3

· Gentleness – power under control
· Patience – “long-fuse” with people

· Forgiveness

· Love

Question: What does all this “putting on” and “taking off” actually involve?

· A quick change act 

· A shopping spree 

· A disguise  

· A burial service 

· Other: ________

Read  Colossians 3:10-11 and Colossians 3:15-17. Take note of all the verbs. Who does the action? Why is this important?

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














