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Studying the Right Subject

Back to School Specials 

Phillip Wright 
August 16, 2009

Break the Ice!

Where is your favorite vacation spot?

What’s one indicator that God is at work in your life?

· No more tearing tags off mattresses and pillows.

· I approach relationships differently.

· I have a sense that God is with me.

· My attitudes are different.

· Other: ________

Talk it over!
There’s More to Education than “the three R’s”

I will learn wisdom because wisdom: 
1. Helps me build my reputation. 

A good name is better than fine perfume, 
       and the day of death better than the day of birth.


–Ecclesiastes 7:1
Question: Do you know anyone that has a good reputation because of wisdom?

More details about your reputation…
· My reputation is smelled by others  
· My reputation goes deeper than perfume.  

Do you think of your reputation as a blessing or a burden? 

2. Makes me pat attention. 

A good name is better than fine perfume, and the day of death better than the day of birth..2 It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feasting, for death is the destiny of every man; the living should take this to heart. 3Sorrow is better than laughter, because a sad face is good for the heart.  4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of pleasure.


–Ecclesiastes 7:1-4
Question: What surprises you about the above passage?

Do you agree with the passage? Why does the author say what he is saying?

More details about paying attention…
· Wise people face reality. Fools deny reality. 

· Fools escape problems. Wise people go trhough problems. 

Have you ever tried to escape reality? What happened?

3. Helps me pick my friends

 5 It is better to heed a wise man's rebuke than to listen to the song of fools. 6 Like the crackling of thorns under the pot, so is the laughter of fools. This too is meaningless.




–Ecclesiastes 7:5-6
More details about wisdom…
· Foolish friends know how to like me. Wise friends know how to love me. 

Question: Who are your wise friends? Share a time in your life when a friend gave you a rebuke. How did you respond? 

4. Wisdom helps me handle money. 

7 Extortion turns a wise man into a fool, 
       and a bribe corrupts the heart.



–Ecclesiastes 7:7
One thing that helps me plan how I use money:

· Bill collectors.

· Involve God in the process.

· Track my past spending.

· Talk it over with my spouse. 

· Uh…What money?

· Other: __________

5. Wisdom enables me to finish well. 

8 The end of a matter is better than its beginning, 
       and patience is better than pride.



–Ecclesiastes 7:8
When life gets tough or tiring, I usually:

· Trust God—after trying every other option.

· Lay down until it goes away.

· Suck it up and press on.

· Whine.

· Hey! Things aren’t perfect, but I’m learning to tap into God’s strength.

· Other: __________




6. Wisdom replaces anger with patience. 

 8 The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride.  9 Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, 
for anger resides in the lap of fools.



–Ecclesiastes 7:8-9
What’s an important factor in bringing healing to relationships?

· Cut the other person some slack.

· Let go of the past.

· Work on forgiveness.

· Be willing to agree to disagree—agreeably. 

· Other: ___________

Share a time in your life when God was able to help you turn anger into patience in one of your relationships. 

7. Wisdom helps me enjoy and make the most of today. 

10 Do not say, "Why were the old days better than these?" 
       For it is not wise to ask such questions.



–Ecclesiastes 7:10
Question: What is one thing that you would like to enjoy more of today? What keeps you from enjoyment? 

To Conclude:

Consider God (Ecclesiastes 7:13-14)

Connect to Christ (Colossians 2:2-3)

How would you describe your relationship with God? 

· Not sure I have one

· We are getting to know one another

· I am growing in Christ

· I don’t want to know God

· Other: ___________

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














