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The Wisdom of Youth


JOB

Pat Shivers 
July 26, 2009

Break the Ice!

Question: What was one of the happiest times of your life?

Talk it over!
Do you ever wonder why bad things happen to good people? 

We All Ask Why Bad Things Happen…The Last Few Chapters of Job Begin to Answer some of Our Questions
So these three men stopped answering Job, because he was righteious in his own eyes.
–Job 32:1
God sent Elihu as a way out for Job
But Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, became very angry with Job for justifying himself rather than God. 3 He was also angry with the three friends, because they had found no way to refute Job, and yet had condemned him. 4 Now Elihu had waited before speaking to Job because they were older than he.



Job 32:2-4
Question: Who has God used in your life when you have gone through a difficult time?

1. Wisdom comes from God, not from our age

But it is the spirit in a man, 
       the breath of the Almighty, that gives him understanding.


–Job 32:8
Question: How do people tend to grow in wisdom in our culture?

· They don’t really grow in wisdom  

· They watch TV 

· They listen to their friends  

· They try to teach it at school 

· Other: ________

How does God want us to grow in wisdom? Where should we go for wisdom?

1. God does speak to us

 14 For God does speak—now one way, now another— though man may not perceive it. In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls on men as they slumber in their beds, he may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings,




–Job 33:14-16
Question: How come we don’t hear God when he speaks to us?

· We don’t like his answer 

· We aren’t listening 

· Sometimes we think that God only wants us to feel happy 

· We don’t believe that he speaks to us

· Other: ________
2. God cares more about our relationship with Him than my happiness
Question: How can we learn to be happy in God? 

3. Sometimes We Want to Set the Terms for How God Deals With Us

Should God then reward you on your terms, when you refuse to repent? You must decide, not I;so tell me what you know.




–Job 34:33
Question: What kinds of terms have you set for God?

· I want my children to be healthy 

· I don’t want to go on missions  

· I want a comfortable life 

· I want the Cowboys to win the Super Bowl 

· Other: ________

4. We try to live our lives to impress God

Scripture…

–Job 35:6-8
Question: How have you tried to impress God? How does our sin effect God? How do our good works affect God? 

Our concept about God directly affects our behavior

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

–Romans 12:1-2
Question: What wrong beliefs about God have you held on to in your behavior?

· That he is out to get me 

· That God will not provide for me 

· That God will not protect me  

· That I can earn my way into heaven 

· Other: ________

5. We suffer from the “ME” syndrome

Question: How do we defeat selfishness in our lives? 

6. God is awesome, and he is sovereign. Everything is about God. 

The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in power; 
       in his justice and great righteousness, he does not oppress.

–Job 37:23
Question: Why do we tend to struggle with the idea that God is in control while we are suffering?

· We don’t want to believe that God would allow us to go through pain 

· We think its all about me 

· We think he is after us 

· We want him to relate to us on our terms

· Other: ________

Question: How can we grow in our trust of God?

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














