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When Mother’s Day is Hard

Phillip Wright 
May 10, 2009

Break the Ice!

Share your favorite memory of your mother. 

Talk it over!
Mother’s Day is Hard for the Child-less woman 

1 Samuel 1:1-2; 6-7

1. Children must not be our source of happiness. 

3 Sons are a heritage from the LORD,

       children a reward from him.

 4 Like arrows in the hands of a warrior

       are sons born in one's youth.

 5 Blessed is the man

       whose quiver is full of them.

       They will not be put to shame

       when they contend with their enemies in the gate.


–Psalm 127:3-5
Question: In the above verses, what are the blessings that children bring? With all these blessings, why does God want us to seek happiness from other sources? 

2. Children are not a woman’s highest calling.

20Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.

21"What is it you want?" he asked.

      She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom."

 22"You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?"

      "We can," they answered.

 23Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father."


–Matthew 20:20-23
Question: Who are you most embarrassed for in this story?

· The mother 

· James and John  

· Jesus—for having to refuse the request 

· The other disciples 

· Other: ________

What are the dangers of making children our highest calling?

3. Your identity is in Christ, not being a Mom. 

"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'



–Matthew 25:23
Question: How should your identity in Christ shape the way we behave?

Mother’s Day is hard for the Child-loss woman 

2 Kings 4:18-20, 26-27
1. Make room for God 

Answer me when I call to you,

       O my righteous God.

       Give me relief from my distress;

       be merciful to me and hear my prayer.
–Psalm 4:1
Question: What four things does David ask of God in the above Psalm? How do these things help us when we are grieving? Share a time in your life when God helped you grieve?

2. Make room for others who are hurting.

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.



–2 Corinthians 1:3-4
Question: What is the relationship between God’s ability to comfort us and our ability to comfort others?


Mother’s Day is hard for the mother of a wild-child. 
1. If having good kids is the proof of being a good parent, then even God is sunk

Question: How does it make you feel to know that even God has bad kids?

· It is kind of comforting  

· Makes me wonder if I am the bad kid 

· Reminds me that people make their own choices for how they will live… even my own kids have to make their own choices. 

· Are you trying to say that I have bad kids?

· Other: ________
2. Quit asking, “Am I a successful parent?” Ask instead, “Am I a faithful parent?” 

So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God. 2Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 3I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. 4My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me.


–1 Corinthians 4:1-4
Question: Who in your life, by their example, challenges you to be a faithful parent? Why do you think faithfulness honors God? What are some things you can do to be more faithful as a parent? A spouse? A worker? 

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














