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With Friends Like These

Job 

Phillip Wright 
June 7, 2009

Break the Ice!

Question: What is your favorite thing about summer?

· Watermelon 

· The lake  

· No school  

· Warm weather 

· Baseball 

· Other: ________

Talk it over!
Don’t be a Frenemy. “An enemy disguised as a friend.” “The type of friend whose words or actions bring you down.”

1. A frenemy jumps to conclusions 

–Job 4:7; 8:3; 22:6, 9-11
Question: When are you most likely to jump to conclusions about your friends?

· When I think they are living in sin  

· When I see them with a new Coach bag 

· When I see them experiencing some sort of pain or hardship  

· When I am gossiping about them 

· When I see them wearing Dallas Cowboy gear

· Other: ________

How have you felt when others have “jumped to conclusions” about you?

2. A frenemy is a fault-finder

Some faults that Job’s friends found with Job:

“Job is guilty.”  Job 22:4-5

“Job is stubborn.” Job 11:13-20;  15:1-5

“Job is stupid, but don’t worry I’m smart.” Job 15:9-10,17

Question: Do you think you are fault-finder towards your friends? Towards your co-workers? Towards people in authority? Towards pastors? Why or why not? 

Bottom line:  Job’s friends had bad theology.  A narrow view of God leads to a prejudiced view of people. 

Question: How has your view of God shaped the way you view people? 

Be a Friend:
1. A friend is with the hurting

When Job's three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had come upon him, they set out from their homes and met together by agreement to go and sympathize with him and comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly recognize him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was.



–Job 2:11-13
For Discussion: Share a time in your life when someone was with you while you were hurting. 

2. A friend feels with the hurting

How would you describe your level of empathy?

· Huh… I have hurting friends?

· I like to tell people to “Buck up bucko!” 

· I know that people are hurting, but I don’t’ know how to help. 

· I am a magnet to hurting people 

· I really identify well with those that are hurting. 

· Other: ________

Question: Which of these forms of empathy do you appreciate most from a friend when you are hurting? 
· I want a friend to share the heaviness of the hurt. 

 (Job 6:1-3)
· I need people to know the bitterness of the hurt. 

(Job 6:4-7)

· They need to know the hopelessness of the hurt.  

(Job 6:8-12)

· I need them to feel the uselessness from the hurt  
(Job 6:13)
· Other: ________

3. 
A friend listens more than talks

Question: How would you describe your listening skills?

· Huh? What did you say? 

· I only listen when I want to listen.  

· I can improve, but I’m not bad.

· I enjoy listening to others. 

· Other: ________

Who do you know that is a good listener? What makes that person a good listener? 

4. A friend helps meet their physical needs.

while he himself went a day's journey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. "I have had enough, LORD," he said. "Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors." 5 Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep.

      All at once an angel touched him and said, "Get up and eat." 6 He looked around, and there by his head was a cake of bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again.

–1 Kings 19:4-6
Question: Have you ever had a friend meet your physical needs? How did you feel about that?

5. A friend prays

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

–James 5:16
How do you feel when your friends pray for you? 

Sometimes a friend will fail you. 

Question: Which piece of wisdom is most difficult for you to follow when a friend fails you? 
· Critics sometimes but not always speak the truth.  Job 42:7
·  Don’t let him get away with false accusations.  Job 6:15; 13:4-5; 1.6:1-4
· Don’t let him make you bitter.  Job 16:5
· Pray for him.  Job 42:10
· Other: ________

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211














