A NEW HEART

PURPOSE

In this study, we will discuss the transformation of the heart.

There is a very serious heart disease we should all know about…it is called "the disease of hard-heartedness."

Many times in the Old Testament, we read that God accused the people of Israel of being hard-hearted.  In the New Testament, Jesus would sometimes tell the religious leaders, and even His own followers that their hearts were hard.

Jesus told a parable of a farmer who went out and sowed seeds.  You don't have a to have a green thumb to know that the object of sowing seed is to get it into fertile soil so it can take root and produce fruit.  Jesus pointed out that often when a farmer would throw seed, some would land on hard-packed soil.  That seed was wasted; it would never grow.  Jesus went on to explain what He meant by this agricultural story.  Some people's hearts are impenetrable, hardened, unresponsive, and callous.  The Word of God just bounces off.  It doesn't even take root. 

One biblical character who had an iron heart was the man who was crucified next to Jesus.  When Jesus was nailed to the cross, there was a criminal being executed on His right and another on His left.  One was a repentant thief.  In the last moments of his life, he softened his heart and said, "Oh Lord, would You remember me?"  Jesus said to him, "Today you'll be with Me in paradise."  But the other thief, who was being crucified for a life of crime and violence, had a hard heart.  He was minutes from death, inches from the Savior, but his heart was like stone.  He was busy hurling abuse and insults at Jesus.

And this is what will happen ultimately to those people who spend their whole lives with an attitude of hard-heartedness.

OPENER

If you were a spiritual doctor doing a test for hard-heartedness, what are some of the symptoms you would look for in your examination?   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LESSON

1. DEFINE A HARD-HEART?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. WHAT CAUSES A HARD-HEART?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. DESCRIBE A TIME IN YOUR LIFE WHEN YOU EXPERIENCED A HARD-HEARTEDNESS TOWARD GOD.  HOW DID THIS IMPACT YOUR FAITH AND RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING VERSES, WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF HARD-HEARTEDNESS?
Mark 3:5

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Romans 2:5

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. READ (1 SAMUAL 16:7).  HOW IMPORTANT IS THE HEART TO GOD?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. HOW CAN WE OBTAIN A NEW HEART…A PURE HEART…A HEART THAT PLEASES GOD?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. IF YOU HAVE NOT YET ASKED GOD FOR A NEW HEART THOURGH JESUS, WHAT IS STANDING IN THE WAY OF THIS DECISION?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION:

1. The heart is very important to God.  It is the wellspring of life.

2. We must guard our hearts against hardness and always have an open and healthy heart towards God.

3. When you have a new heart, you have a desire to be submissive to God.  Every morning you need to say, "I give You my life today, Lord."  You can start your day singing, "Have Your own way, Lord.  Have Your own way.  You are the potter, I am the clay."  You begin to pray, "Mold me, make me, do whatever you want with my life, it's Yours."  It's a submission issue, a flexibility issue, a surrender issue.  Your life motto becomes: "Just say the word, Lord."  Your soft heart says, "Whatever the Scriptures teach, that's what I want to do."  A responsive heart is one that always says yes to the Lord.

4. I pray that our hearts will become the kind of heart that God desires.
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