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Ice Breaker

Icebreaker Question: What did you do on your very first date? Where did you go and who did you go with?

_____________________________________________

Question: What is your favorite thing about the Fall?

· The temperature 

· Football

· The kids go back to school 

· Grey’s Anatomy is back on TV

· Other: ________

Discussion
The “sweet spot” is that place of truth that lies between two extremes.

How do we find the truth concerning the hot issues of our day?
1. Make sure we’re looking for truth and not merely pushing our own preferences 

"You are a king, then!" said Pilate.

      Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."

 38"What is truth?" Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, "I find no basis for a charge against him.
–John 18:37-38
Question: What sorts of things keep us from seeing the truth about various issues?

· Our culture  

· Our language 

· Family history  

· Look, I don’t care what you say. Unicorns are REAL!! 

· We don’t listen.

· Other: ________

· Don’t miss the main point 

You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.
– Matthew 23:24
·  Study the issue

For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisors make victory sure. 

– Proverbs 11:14
For discussion: Share a time in your life when you studied an issue and you had to change your mind about something.

· Our personal preferences, prejudices and even our religion can prevent us from seeing the truth 
…knowing that it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 

–Mark 15:10
Question: What is one thing you can do this week to see past your personal preferences in order to see truth?

· I can take steps towards someone who is different 

· I can make plans to visit another culture 

· I can ask God to show me my prejudices  

· I can admit that I don’t know it all 

· Other: ________

2. Get rid of the “attack” mentality. Approach the issue with humility. 

My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry…




–James 1:19
Also see Mark 15:2-5 and Philippians 2:3-4

Question: Why do you think we tend to go into “attack mode” when we discover that someone doesn’t agree with us on a subject?

Question: How does humility keep us from entering into attack mode?

· We can listen 

· We remember that we may not be right  

· We make people more important than arguments 

· We can pretend that the other person is saying something smart and then catch them saying something stupid and win the argument… oh, I missed the point! 

· Other: ________

3. 
Use “God based voting”, not “group based voting”

But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabas and to have Jesus executed…

–Matthew 27:20
Also see Mark 15:11,15 and Luck 23:20-24

Share a time in your life when a group of people made a bad decision together?

Question: What is the difference between “group based voting” and seeking advice on an issue?

4. Live all of life like Jesus

“You are a king then” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying that I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.

–John 18:37
Also see Psalm 24:1

Question: What are some areas of your life you are not living like Jesus?

· My finances  

· My relationships 

· My work  

· I keep cheering for the Kansas Jayhawks 

· I don’t seek after God daily 

· Other: ________

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________







Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211











