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Ice Breaker

What was a significant moment in your past that had a big impact on how you look at God?

What is the most painful moment you’ve ever experienced?  Why was it so painful?

Discussion
Why does God allow pain?
1. For Training

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?  …Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.


- Hebrews 12:7,10-11

Do people grow more in pain or in comfort?  Why?

Hoes does discipline communicate love?

Do you think God is in control of crisis?  Why or why not?  If he is, how does that make you feel about him?

2. For Judgment

What would be an example of God using pain as judgment?

Sometimes people assume that pain is a result of judgment – what would be an example where it was not a form of judgment?

3. For a Greater Good

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” John 9:1-3

Can you think of a time when God used pain in your life for the greater good of someone else?  


If you could look into the future, and you could see all the pain that you would endure in life, would you want to?  Why?  Would it help if you could also see the greater good?  Why or why not?

4. For Reasons We Don’t Understand

How big is God?

If the Bible tells us what we CAN know about God, how much is there that we CAN’T understand?

Is it comforting to know there is that much to God we can’t understand?  Why or why not?

Helping Others Through Pain

Someone you know and love has just entered into a crisis situation.  How do you take the truths we’ve talked about and help them successfully navigate their pain?

What would be some things NOT to say to a person in pain?  

What is the worse advice you’ve ever gotten for dealing with pain?

How does seeing purpose in pain change the way you deal with pain?

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________




Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211








