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Why Am I Here?
How Will You Vote?
Phillip Wright 
October 12, 2008

Ice Breaker

What gives you a sense of purpose or fulfillment?

Some of my past commitments that I thought had a purpose or sounded good the time:
· 60 months at 9.9%—on a Yugo.

· 54 weeks of the National Inquirer.
· 90 meetings in 90 days.

· No more Christmas shopping at the 7-11.

· Stay awake through an entire church service.

· Exercise monthly—whether I need it or not.

· Lose 10 pounds in 10 days on grapefruit pills.

· Other: ___________

Discussion
Let’s Review:

Any Fact that is a Fact is God’s Fact
Question: How have you experienced God through His creation?

· When my children were born 

· Through nature  

· When the Cub’s lost in three straight games to the Dodgers last week!  

· Through relationships 

· Other: ________

1. There is a Who behind the What

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 



–Genesis 1:1
· Recognize the Cosmological argument: Every beginning has a cause 

· Recognize the Teleological argument: The argument of purpose. Every design has a designer. 

· We live on a “Goldilocks” planet. It is “just right”. 

Question: In your opinion why do people want to deny that God exists? What has kept you from belief? 

2. The “Who” who made you loves you and has a purpose for you. 

Read Isaiah 40:25-31
12 "I, even I, am he who comforts you.

       Who are you that you fear mortal men,

       the sons of men, who are but grass,

 13 that you forget the LORD your Maker,

       who stretched out the heavens

       and laid the foundations of the earth,

       that you live in constant terror every day

       because of the wrath of the oppressor,

       who is bent on destruction?

       For where is the wrath of the oppressor?


–Isaiah 51:12-13
My thoughts on God having a purpose for my life:

· Is that why I’m in this mess?

· I’ve always favored a bottom-up management style.

· But I don’t have time for purpose!

· I’d rather stay stupid. That way I don’t have to change.

· It’s incredible that God would think about me!

· I could sure use a plan!

· Other: __________

3. Don’t allow the how to be more important than the Who what we are called to do. 

34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:

 36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."
–Matthew 22:34-40
Question: According to Jesus, what should we devote our lives to? What keeps us from living for the purpose God has called us to?

Something I may need to eliminate to live for God’s purpose:
· My 8-track tape collection.

· A less than helpful habit.

· My Pinto station wagon.

· Some of my old hangin’-out buds.

· My Elvis clock with the swinging hips. No way!
· My stinkin’ thinkin’.

· Other: __________


Something that would help me focus on lasting values:

· A little more pain.

· Give more thought to this sermon.

· Connect with people who’ll help me get where I want to go.

· Read some of the Bible each day.

· A huge crisis.

· Make sure my lifestyle matches my values.

· Other: _________

Question: How would you describe your level of motivation for living out God’s purpose in your life?

Work It Out!
One specific thing I can do to put God’s plan to work in my life:

· Believe God really does have a plan for me.

· Keep listening in order to understand God’s plan.

· Be willing to go with God’s plan instead of mine.

· Receive Jesus Christ and invite him to lead my life.

· Hook up with others who want to move in the same direction.

· Other: ___________

___________________________________________







Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211











