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A Christmas Story
Christmas at the Movies 
Phillip Wright 
November 23, 2008

Ice Breaker

What was your family’s Thanksgiving Tradition when you were growing up?

What Christmas movie character are you most likely to be mistaken for?

· The Grinch 

· Clark Griswold  

· Santa Clause 

· The guy on Die Hard (yes, Die Hard is a Christmas movie)

· Other: ________
Discussion
We’re Not Alone in God’s waiting room. 
Question: What do you tend to do in a waiting room at the dentist or doctor’s office?

· Read 

· Stare at people and try to figure out what is wrong with them 

· Listen to other people’s conversation  

· I sit there anxiously and I am extra careful not to make any kind of eye contact with the other people in the room. 

· Other: ________

Question: Share a time in your life when you knew that God was with you.

What is our Red Ryder BB Gun?
1. Comfort 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

–Luke 2:25
Question: What have you been “kicked” by recently?

· Personal pressures  

· Personal frustrations  

· Personal frustrations  

· Personal attacks

· Personal failures 

· Other: ________
We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.

–2 Corinthians 4:8-9
Question: What does the above verse have to say about being “kicked”? How does this affect your perspective of hardship?

2. Freedom 

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.



–Luke 2: 36-38
Question: What does freedom mean for those who are in Christ?

· Freedom from sin 

· Free to do good works  

· We are accepted by God  

· Freedom from worry 

· All of the above

· Other: ________

Question: In what way are you not experiencing freedom right now?

While waiting, I will:
1. Tune into God

2. Keep focused 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

–Luke 2:25
Question: What tends to distract you from your walk with Christ?

· I am too busy 

· Too much TV 

· Relationships  

· Worry and anxiety 

· Other: ________

3. Follow your “pulling guard”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ.

–Luke 2:25-26
Question: How much room do you think you give the Holy Spirit to work in your life?

· None 

· A little  

· Some  

· A lot 

· Other: ________

4. Recognize that God is in charge 

"Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

      you now dismiss your servant in peace.



–Luke 2:29
Question: What can you trust God with right now?

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________







Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211











