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How the Grinch Stole Christmas
Christmas at the Movies 
Phillip Wright 
December 7, 2008

Ice Breaker

Things that make me blue at Christmas:

· My stomach has outgrown my Santa suit.

· I’m afraid I’ve been more naughty than nice.

· More needles on the floor than on the tree.

· All my kids want for Christmas is a new MasterCard.

· Martha Stewart.

· Other: __________
Where do you go for encouragement?

Discussion
Feel left out? Like a reject?

Christmas is for misfits. Do we look like any of these Biblical snapshots of misfits?

What can you do to deal with loneliness over the holiday?

· Turn off my Wii and talk to someone.

· Volunteer some time somewhere in town 

· Take time to enjoy God’s presence in my life.

· Help someone else enjoy a merry Christmas.

· Other: ___________
1. Do I have a bad reputation like the shepherds? 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.


–Luke 2:8-10
Question: Why do you think God chose to announce the birth of his Son to shepherds?

· They were the only ones listening 

· They were the lowliest of all people 

· They lived close to nature 

· They had cool beards

· They were open and receptive 

· Other: ________

2. Am I a greedy cheat like Matthew? 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.

 10While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"

 12On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.'[a] For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."



–Matthew 9:9-13
Question: Why do you think the Pharisees were upset with Jesus’ choice of friends? Do you think you would upset the Pharisees?

3. Am I an “untouchable” like the leper?

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, "If you are willing, you can make me clean."

 41Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" 42Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.

–Mark 1:40-42
Question: Why do you think Jesus reaches out to those who are “untouchable”?

Who are the “untouchables” in today?

· People who are HIV positive 

· Immigrants  

· Cowboy fans  

· Sinners 

· The poor

· Other: ________

4. Am I messed up sexually like the woman who washed Jesus’ feet?

Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. 37When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.

 39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner."

–Luke 7:36-39

As Jesus accepts us, we must accept others.
1. See through the eyes of Jesus

Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.

–Luke 7:44
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.


–Matthew 9:36
Question: Do you know of anyone that is not “acceptable”? What can you do to move towards accepting people that are not “acceptable”?

2.  Make mercy the main thing

But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."



–Matthew 9:13
Question: In your opinion, why is mercy so difficult for us to extend to others?

3. Having trouble loving people? Maybe I haven’t accepted God’s love for me. 

Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little."


–Luke 7:47
Question: How can you grow in your relationship with Jesus this Christmas season?

· I can trust Him for the first time 

· I can begin to seek Him through His Word and prayer 

· I can go on a fast  

· I can go on a personal retreat 

· Other: ________

Work It Out!
One thing I’ll do differently because of this sermon:

___________________________________________







Would you like to join a Small Group at Fellowship Bible Church?





Most existing groups are open to new group members, and new groups begin on a regular basis. If you have friends in a small group, ask about joining their group. If you are new to Fellowship and are looking for a place to connect, please feel free to contact us and we can help you find the right group. 





Leader Tips:


The sermon notes are designed to be used as a guide for discussion. Don’t feel like you have to use every question. Some questions will take a while to work through, others will be over in a few seconds!


Don’t teach the lesson. The sermon was taught on Sunday morning. Just ask questions and let everyone else talk.


Let other people ask questions. It’s OK to go “off topic” for a while. Sometimes those conversations are more interesting anyway! 


Have fun. Relationships, not curriculum, are the heartbeat of Small Groups. So have fun with the people in your group. 








Agenda for a Small Group Meeting 





Gathering Time


Take 15-20 minutes to welcome everyone, catch up, and share some food!





 Discussion Time


Here’s a suggested format:





Ice Breaker – Lighthearted ice-breaker question   (15-20 min.)





Discussion - Discussion time, Bible study, application challenge (30-40 min.)





Prayer – Prayer requests and praying for one another (15-30 min.)





Planning – Keep the vision before the group, HEALTH planning, etc.  (10 minutes)





Small Group Staff:


Ian Kayser 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ian.kayser@fbclife.org" ��ian.kayser@fbclife.org� 	


823-8338 ext. 208; 





Becca Murdaugh 	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org" ��becca.murdaugh@fbclife.org�


823-8338 ext. 211











